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But when I first came here, of course, 

I thought Lou Stokes had been here 
forever. I don’t really think I have been 
here forever. 

But he was a friend to all, respected 
by his colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle and beloved by his constituents. 
For three decades, he served here and 
left a lasting imprint on a State, our 
Nation, and, indeed, the world. 

Lou Stokes was the first African 
American to represent Ohio and the 
first to chair the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence. He was 
chairman as well of the Black Caucus 
and a tireless campaigner for civil 
rights and equality. 

Moreover, he was also the first Afri-
can American to serve on the Appro-
priations Committee, where he and I 
were colleagues. I sat just two chairs 
from him for almost a decade along 
with Ms. KAPTUR for a number of years. 

He chaired the Appropriations Sub-
committee for Veterans Affairs and 
Housing and Urban Development. That 
chairmanship reflected Representative 
Stokes’ longstanding mission to ad-
dress the unmet needs of millions of 
Americans living in inner city neigh-
borhoods, like many of those in Cleve-
land who sent him to Congress. 

Having been raised in a housing 
project himself along with his brother, 
former Cleveland Mayor Carl Stokes, 
he made it his mission to ensure that 
Congress was paying attention to the 
important issues of affordable housing, 
access to jobs, healthcare delivery, and 
crime prevention. 

As a veteran, Representative Stokes 
never wavered from his determination 
to make certain that Congress was 
meeting its responsibility to those who 
had served our Nation in uniform. 

I was saddened to learn of his pass-
ing. In his 90 years, Representative 
Stokes lived a very rich and full life. 
He was full of life and a deep and abid-
ing love for his family, this House, the 
State, and Nation that he served so 
ably. 

Lou Stokes was a gentleman and a 
gentle man. He was a giant in integrity 
and in intellect, committed to common 
sense, courage, and seeking the right 
answers for his people, for his State, 
and for his country. 

It is a testament to him that his four 
children all followed him into careers 
that helped better their communities 
and our country. 

One is an administrator at Howard 
University. Another is a well-respected 
journalist and news anchor in New 
York. The third is a Cleveland munic-
ipal court judge. And the fourth is an 
editor and public affairs director for a 
television station in Detroit. 

He was extraordinarily proud of his 
children and of his grandchildren. 
They, like all of us in this House who 
served with him, Mr. Speaker, were and 
are extraordinarily proud of Congress-
man Louis Stokes. 

I join in extending my condolences to 
them, to their mother, Representative 

Stokes’ wife of 55 years, Angela, and to 
the seven grandchildren that Rep-
resentative Stokes so cherished. 

The House of Representatives was 
made a better body by having Lou 
Stokes serve in this hall. A grateful 
Nation thanks him and his family for 
sharing his life with all of us who had 
the honor and privilege and joy of serv-
ing by his side in this revered House of 
the people that he loved and who loved 
him. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. MCCOLLUM (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of funeral 
in district. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

f 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED 

Bills of the Senate of the following 
titles were taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 267. An act to authorize the transfer of 
certain items under the control of the Omar 
Bradley Foundation to the descendants of 
General Omar Bradley; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

S. 1362. An act to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to clarify waiver authority 
regarding programs of all-inclusive care for 
the elderly (PACE programs); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means; in addition, to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

S. 1576. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to prevent fraud by representa-
tive payees; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

S. 1596. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
2082 Stringtown Road in Grove City, Ohio, as 
the ‘‘Specialist Joseph W. Riley Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

S. 1826. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
99 West 2nd Street in Fond du Lac, Wis-
consin, as the Lieutenant Colonel James 
‘‘Maggie’’ Megellas Post Office; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker pro tempore, Mr. HARRIS, on 
Thursday, August 6, 2015. 

H.R. 212. An act to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to provide for the assessment 
and management of the risk of algal toxins 
in drinking water, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1138. An act to establish certain wil-
derness areas in central Idaho and to author-
ize various land conveyances involving Na-

tional Forest System land and Bureau of 
Land Management land in central Idaho, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 1531. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to provide a pathway for tem-
porary seasonal employees in Federal land 
management agencies to compete for vacant 
permanent positions under internal merit 
promotion procedures, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 2131. An act to designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 83 Meeting Street in Charleston, 
South Carolina, as the ‘‘J. Waties Waring Ju-
dicial Center’’. 

H.R. 2559. An act to designate the ‘‘PFC 
Milton A. Lee Medal of Honor Memorial 
Highway’’ in the State of Texas. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on July 31, 2015, she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bill: 

H.R 3236. To provide an extension of Fed-
eral-aid highway, highway safety, motor car-
rier safety, transit, and other programs fund-
ed out of the Highway Trust Fund, to provide 
resource flexibility to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for health care services, and 
for other purposes. 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
further reported that on August 6, 2015, 
she presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills: 

H.R. 2559. To designate the ‘‘PFC Milton A. 
Lee Medal of Honor Memorial Highway’’ in 
the State of Texas. 

H.R. 1531. To amend title 5, United States 
Code, to provide a pathway for temporary 
seasonal employees in Federal land manage-
ment agencies to compete for vacant perma-
nent positions under internal merit pro-
motion procedures, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2131. To designate the Federal build-
ing and United States courthouse located at 
83 Meeting Street in Charleston, South Caro-
lina, as the ‘‘J. Waties Waring Judicial Cen-
ter’’. 

H.R. 212. To amend the Safe Drinking 
Water Act to provide for the assessment and 
management of the risk of algal toxins in 
drinking water, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1138. To establish certain wilderness 
areas in central Idaho and to authorize var-
ious land conveyances involving National 
Forest System land and Bureau of Land 
Management land in central Idaho, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 45 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, September 9, 2015, at 10 
a.m. for morning-hour debate. 
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